
      RUFFORD PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 16th June 2025 at 7.00 pm at St. Mary’s Church Hall, Rufford
Present: Cllrs.Gordon (Chairperson), Newsham, Pickavance, Rear, Pryke, Smith
Borough Cllr. Eddie Pope

Clerk, Kevin EW Newsham 

There were fourteen members  of the public.
1671/25    To receive apologies
Borough Cllr. Paul Hesketh

1672/25   Resignation of Cllr. Gillian Taylor
The council would like to thank her for the council service she has given over the years.
1673/25 To consider and approve the minutes of the Meetings held on 
19th May 2025 
It was resolved that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 19th May 2025 should be approved and signed by the Chairperson as a correct record.
1674/25        To receive Declaration of Interest
NONE
1675/25   To consider voting in of the Parish Council committee for 2025/26

 It was adjourned until July 2025 meeting for further discussion. 
1676/25  To adjourn the meeting for a period of public discussion.

Cllr Pickavance stated the tractor run was a success with 130 tractors taking part which raised £5,200.
The council noted the information.
1677/25To consider planning applications as below:

No planning applications

Prior approval planning 
NONE

Permssission In Principle

2025/0401/PIP  Firtree Nurseries, Holmeswood Road, Rufford

Two dwellings following demolition of glasshouses.
It was resolved by the council to support this application.
Planning decision granted
2025/0108/FUL  Hesketh Arms  81 Liverpool Road Rufford

Internal and external remodelling works to provide car parking, garden and external bar/dining areas. First/second floor alterations to create 12 ensuite hotel rooms.

2025/0109/LBC  Hesketh Arms  81 Liverpool Road Rufford

Internal and external remodelling works to provide car parking, garden and external bar/dining areas. First/second floor alterations to create 12 ensuite hotel rooms.

2025/0296/FUL  Garden Cottage, 29 Church Road Rufford

Garage conversion

Planning decisions refused.

NONE

Ongoing planning appeals

NONE

1678/25 To authorise payments of the following accounts:
022841  Gallaghers council insurance  May 25/26                                        £1572.73

022842  Viking tree services emergency callout                                                £72.00    

022843  LALC membership  25/26                                                                   £443.81

022844   VOID CHEQUE

022845  K Newsham Clerk’s salary and admin                                                £737.20

022846  AED Donate defib pads Cousins Lane                                                  £73.19

022847  CP Grimshaw  tree services





     £360.00

022848  P Brookfield park maintenance                      


     £350.95

22849  Yates Playground Ltd.   Three bus shelters
 
                        £15,234.00   

DDM        Easywebsites June mthly payment                                                       £36.96

It was resolved that the above mentioned payments should be approved.
1679/25 Review of council’s response time to enquiries

Cllr Newsham explained there is no special guidance. Enquiries will be replied to within twenty days. This guidance will be placed on the parish council website.
1680/25 Review of council compliance using the Model Publication Scheme.

Copies would be 25p per black/white and £1.00 for colour. Copies to be sent to all councillors early June 2025 to be voted in at the July 2025 council meeting.
1681/25 Flood Risk
Boundary Sluice has been reported to the E.A. with regards to invasive species.

The council noted the information.
1682/25    Highways
West   -  Holmeswood Road 

Cllr Pryke stated LCC arboricultural department had been called out to cut back overhanging tress on Holmeswood Road.

Clerk trying to arrange a site meeting with Greenbelt who are responsible for trees and stone wall along Holmeswood Road.

Cllr Pryke also reported a resident on Spark Lane had contacted him with regards to LCC Highways putting a national speed limit sign on the road.

Cllr Pryke stated he would write to LCC highways for information regarding this and would report back to the council.

The verge on Brick Kiln Lane has been done.

1683/25East – Discuss speeding HGVs A59- Parbold
NONE
1684/25 Public footpaths
NONE

1685/25  Village Halls
 Rufford

NONE

Holmeswood
Cllr Smith to give up-date following attendance at village hall meeting.

Cllr Smith stated the next village hall meeting was on 4th July 2025 and he would attend and update the council at the July 2025 council meeting.
The council noted the information.
Clerk would like to have a couple of meetings per year at the village hall.
The clerk asked Cllr Smith if he could find out some dates.

The council noted the information.

1686/25  Recreation grounds

NONE

1687/25 Reports from meetings on outside bodies by Clerk and councillors

NONE

1688/25 Village Society/Friends of Rufford Station
NONE

1689/25 To note and approve the clerk’s report.
Letter from Patrick Hurley MP asking for the use of the recreation field for Rufford Park Rangers – adult team.

It was resolved by the council the recreation ground was not suitable for adult football and did not support the request. The clerk would make an appointment with Patrick Hurley MP and discuss this and various other matters.
1690/25 Information regarding Southport Pier/town centre

The clerk informed the council, Patrick Hurley MP had sent an email stating he had obtained funding to restore the pier and significant funding was also granted from the government to re-design the garden in front of the town hall.

The council noted the information.

1691/25 Member of the public requested parish council internal auditors contact details.

The clerk explained that any public enquiry would be sent to himself by the internal auditors for the parish council to instruct them to give this information. The clerk also stated there could be a cost of anything up to £150.00 for the auditors to answer the query; this depending on time taken.

It was resolved by the council to place the internal auditors contact details on the parish council website and to adhere to the internal auditor’s professional code of conduct.

1692/25 Cllr Gordon took legal advice for election leaflets and fly-posting.

Cllr Gordon took legal advice from WLBC regarding displaying Matt Smith fly-posters, one of the candidates for parish councillor, Holmeswood Ward.
Cllr Gordon stated WLBC indicated it was a difficult point to prove and recommended a warning to all councillors in the future, regarding elections. Cllr Gordon stated the parish council would publish its own guidance on this matter.

It was resolved by the council to publish its own guidance on electioneering.
1693/25   To note police information

PCSO Roy Aldwin MBE wants more police engagement in the parishes between October and December 2025.
It was resolved by the council to meet with PCSO Roy Aldwin MBE to discuss details and for the parish council to have a council drop-in session for the public to meet their councillor and coordinate this with the police.
1694/25      To note the date of the next meeting of the Parish Council being the Parish Annual Meeting is scheduled for 21st July 2025.
It is noted that the date of the next meeting as being 21st July 2025
Chairperson closed the meeting  at  8.15 pm
_______________________
Chairperson’s signature and date

